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What is Dyslexia?
What Dyslexia Is:

• Dyslexia is a language-
based learning 
disability.

• Individuals with 
dyslexia may 
experience difficulties 
with reading, spelling, 
writing, pronouncing 
words and sometimes 
math

What Dyslexia Is Not:

• Low IQ

• Lack of motivation 
("just try harder!")

• The result of 
inadequate instruction

• The same for each 
person
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Other Contributing Factors to 
Reading Impairments

• Difficulties with visual tracking 

• Poor reading comprehension 

• Poor phonological awareness 

• Working memory difficulties 

• Poor visual memory/inability to 
visualize words 

• Poor concentration/ADHD 

• Visual impairments
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Ear Reading vs. Eye 
Reading...Same or Different?

• I am a firm believer that 
everyone can and should 
read, but not everyone was 
wired to read with their eyes!  

• Does the way your brain 
receives the information 
change the meaning of it? 

• Ear reading enables those 
with reading difficulties to 
enjoy books at their interest 
level.

5

Dyslexie Font?

• Research-based font that has 
shown to make reading easier 
for individuals with dyslexia. 

• Individuals reading using 
dyslexie font often make fewer 
errors and read more fluently. 

• Why?  

        Dyslexie Font Video
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Dyslexia Simulation
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Dyslexia Simulation
• What was this about? 

• Was it exhausting to read? 

• How would you feel about having 
to read this out loud? 

• Brain was too focussed on 
decoding to figure out what it is 
about - not due to lack of 
intelligence! 

• Note: This was not meant to reflect what reading looks like for every person 
with a reading disability but rather to help you understand the effects of 
reading disabilities on reading enjoyment, comprehension, motivation, 
confidence, fatigue, etc.
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What it Actually Says...
We begin our trip at a familiar place, a body like yours and mind.  

It contains a hundred trillion cells that work together by design.  

And within each one of these many cells, each one that has DNA,  

The DNA code is exactly the same, a mass-produced resume. 

So the code in each cell is identical, a remarkable but valid claim.  

This means that the cells are nearly alike, but not exactly the same.  

Take, for instance, the cells of the intestines, that they're vital is certainly plain.  

Now, think about the way you would think if those cells were the cells in your 
brain. 

http:///www.pbs.org/wgbh/misunderstoodminds/experiences/readexp1a.html
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Turn Your 
Device into an 

Assistive 
Reading Tool! 

• eBooks: change the font 
style, size, colours 

• eBooks with text to speech 
• audio books 
• audio books together with 

ebooks 
• ebooks with highlighting 

for tracking
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Reading Resources
• *CELA - the Centre for Equitable Library Access  

(*membership required) 

• *Bookshare (*membership required)

• eReader Apps: OverDrive, Kobo, Kindle, iBooks, Google 
Play Books 

• Text-to-Speech apps with Bookshare access: Read2Go, 
Capti, VoiceDream Reader 

• AudioBook apps: OverDrive, Audible, * Direct to Player 
(*works with CELA audio books) 
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